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PNG signs Agreement with PACLII

Papua New Guinea through the Department of Justice & Attorney General signed an agreement with Pacific Islands Legal Information Institute (PACLII) and presented a cheque of Aus$ 50, 000.00 (K150, 000.00) during the 44th Pacific Islands Law Officers Network (PILON) meeting in Port Moresby last week.

Speaking during the signing, Justice Secretary, Dr. Eric Kwa, PhD said this payment is the first instalment and there will be annual payments in the next five years.

“We feel compelled to support PACLII because this is platform has been immensely helpful as it keeps us all alive with legal information no matter where you are in the world,” he said.

Dr Kwa also called on the participants from other Pacific Island nations to go back to their countries and ask their governments to support PACLII as well.

“This is a very important, crucial and critical tool for all of us as lawyers,” he said.

PACLII is an initiative of the University of South Pacific (USP) which collects and publishes legal materials from 20 Pacific Island Countries. The material consists of primary materials such as court decisions and legislations. It also includes decisions of various tribunals, panels and secondary information such as court rules or bench books.

The Prime Minister has agreed to support USP so PNG too can formally join USP.
“We have amended our Lawyers Act in 2022 to recognise the lawyers from USP. Prior to that we didn’t accept lawyers from USP. This is our little contribution to our regional collaboration.” 
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Left: Signing of MoU between PNG and University of South Pacific (USP).





Right: Dr. Kwa PhD (second to left) receiving his gift from USP Professor, Afshin Akhtar – Khavari and other delegates.
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